801 Worthington Ridge 
1800 


1 Berlin Academy building 

Emma Hart Willard taught here. 

Sold to Jesse Guernsey, harness & saddler shop with 
upper floor was Guernsey Hall for private schools and 
public meetings. Sold in 1831 to Lysis Lamb who added a 
large tin shop & invented an early cooking stove. Sold to 
James R. Carpenter who removed tin shop. 


Berlin Historic Society: Walking Tour of Berlin’s Historic District 


First Berlin Academy Building, 801 Worthington Ridge. This is a typical early 
19" century structure with added Victorian detailing. Built in 1800, the school 
was organized by leading Berlin citizens. Emma Hart Willard taught here and 
Jater became famous as the founder and director of a private academy in Troy, 
NY. The building then became a harness maker and saddler’s shop. The upper 
floor was known as Guernsey Hall. In 1831, the building was sold to Lysis 
Lamb who added a large tin shop that was removed later. Lamb was known as 
the inventor of an early cooking stove. 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 187 
1800 Berlin Academy current owner: David & Diane Bronkie 


This house was built as the first Berlin (or Worthington) Academy, 
organized in 1800 by a number of leading Berlin citizens including 
Joseph Galpin, Jesse Peck, Roger Riley, and Samuel Porter. The Academy 
was not a success, and the property was subsequently sold to James 
Guernsey, who ran a harness maker and saddler's shop on the premises 
{The south upper floor was still used for private schools and public 
meetings and was known as Guernsey Hall. About 1831, Guernsey sold to 
Lysis Lamb, who added a large shop where he made tinware and employed 

a large number of men. Following that, the house was sold to James B. 
Carpenter, who remodelled, it, removing Lamb's shop. 


SIGNIFICANCE 


The house is also significant for its association with educational 

pioneer Emma Hart Willard. Born in Berlin as a member of the locally 
prominent Hart family, Emma Hart Willard taught here, and according to one 
account, may have lived on the property at one time. Ms. Willard later 
became famous as the founder and director of a private academy in Troy, 
New York. 2 


Sketch 
2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 


1800 current owner: Martha Shore & Juliann Collard 
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THTERRELATIONSHIP OF DUILOING ANT SURROUNDINGS 


In Worthington Ridge Local Historic District, among many 18th- and 


19th-century houses. 
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TT OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OF SITE [inieiion and/or PaTeTIOT 


The first Berlin Academy Building has a three-bay facade with a central 
entry. The entry is in a sémi-hexagonal vestibule, and is protected by 
a one-story Colonial Revival porch with Tuscan columns, dentils, a 
molded rail on turned balusters, and a pedimented peak over the entry 
with dentils and a sunburst motif. To the left and right of the entry 
are large triple windows; the large central windows are fitted with 
2-over-2 sash, the smaller flanking windows with 2-over-2. Other windows 
are generally fitted with old 6-over-6 sash and_have molded surrounds. 
The main roof cornice has a wide plain frieze and a partial return at 
the gable ends. There is a one-story flat-roofed bay window on the 
right elevation and several small extensions to the rear. 
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TEHISTORICAL OF FRCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE 


This house was built as the first Berlin (or Worthington) Academy, 
organized in 1800 by a number of leading Berlin citizens including 
Joseph Galpin, Jesse Peck, Roger Riley, and Samuel Porter. The Academy 
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¥] was not a success, and the property was subsequently sold to James 
| Guernsey, who ran a harness maker and saddler's shop on the premises. 
=| The south upper floor was still used for private schools and public 
&| meetings and was known as Guernsey Hall. About 1831, Guernsey sold to 
Lysis Lamb, who added a large shop where he made tinware and employed 
a large number of men. Following that, the house was sold to James B. 
Carpenter, who remodelled, it, removing Lamb's shop. 
Although it has been much changed over the years, the Berlin Academy 
building is significant not only for its many historical (continued) 
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19. (continued): 


associations, but as a typical early 19th-century structure with added 
Victorian detailing. The basic form of the house, its small-pane sash, 
and its ridge-parallel orientation are all typical of the early 19th 
century, while the vestibule, bay window and the porch show a mixture 
of Victorian and Colonial Revival influences 


The house is also significant for its association with educational 
pioneer Emma Hart Willard. Born in Berlin as a member of the locally 
prominent Hart family, Emma Hart Willard taught here, and according to one 
account, may have lived on the property at one time. Ms. Willard later 
became famous as the founder and director of a private academy in Troy, 
New York. A 


